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February 2010 

Trestle Board 

St. Johnõs Lodge No. 1 

Portsmouth, NH 



 

The Masterõs Message 
 

 

Brethren, 

 

We've had a great start to the New Year as we are raising five candidates 

this month to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason! We also have several 

more candidates at different stages in the degree process so we'll be busy 

for awhile! 

 

We have a lot of meetings coming up this month as noted on the calendar. 

One meeting I would like to draw particular attention to is the 4 Square 

Association's 50th Anniversary of the celebration of George Washington's 

birthday. We are hosting the evening at our lodge and there will be some 

very interesting programs presented that are all related to George Washing-

ton. I'm sure you'll find the evening enjoyable. 

 

The program at our Stated Communication this month will be a "White 

Apron" night where there will be no officer aprons. All brethren will wear 

either a plain white apron, the apron you were raised in, or an apron of sen-

timental value to you. I will start the evening off with some comments 

about my views on masonry, my experiences, and what masonry has done 

for me. After my comments we'll have a "Roundtable Discussion" where 

all brethren who want to can comment on their Masonic Journey. 

 

For those of you who haven't been to lodge in awhile, it would be great to 

see you again! 

     Fraternally Yours, 
 

     Wor Thomas W. Haslam 
     tomhaslam@comcast.net 
     603-498-7205 cell 

District Traveling Gavel 
 

Itôs time to bring the traveling gavel to St. Johnôs Lodge! 

 

We have the brethren interested and I know we can muster the six brothers  

necessary to get it from the the Lodge in Warren, NH. 

Letôs get a group together and visit them for their March  

stated communication, March 10th 
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Ethelôs Tree of Life (ETL) is a small non profit that provides transitional train-

ing for youth and young adults with special needs and/or disabilities in the sea-

coast area. Last year, our JD, Jonathan Neihart took the plunge into the freezing 

Atlantic to raise money for this worthwhile charity.  This year, Jon would like 

to form a St. Johnôs #1 plunge team. The date is February 21st at 1:00pm and 

Jon already has a few good men lined up to take the plunge with him. 

 

You can support Jon by plunging, sponsoring the team, or volunteering for the 

event. You can contact Jon at (603)300-9093 or moontown-

cafe@myfairpoint.net. Be sure to ask about the Disney ñGive a day get a dayò 

program. For more info on ETL you may visit www.ethelstree.org or call Linda 

Higgins at (207)337-4022 

 

If you would like to support our team by sponsoring, checks can be made pay-

able to St. Johnôs Lodge and then weôll make the donation to the charity. 

Masonry in Pop Culture 

Spongebob Squarepants 
 

 

In past Trestle Boards, weôve 

seen Masonic References from 

The Honeymooners and the 

Flintstones.  Well, even the kids 

shows have references to Ma-

sonry.  Spongebob Squarepants 

is an animated childrenôs pro-

gram on Nickelodeon.  Even this 

program references a ñMasonic-

likeò organization. 

 

 

In this episode, Squidward Tentacles is a brother in the Cephalopod Lodge.  

The Lodge is complete with a tyler at the door, a secret handshake, secret ritual, 

the rites of initiation and a worshipful Master.  The lodge itself is in the shape 

of a pyramid. 

 

Upon entering, Squidward says to himself, ñThis almost makes the other 353 

days worth living forò  But, when Spongebob and Patrick follow Squidward 

into the Lodge and are discovered, Squidward is banished forever. 
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