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December 2009

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 Stated 3 4 5 EA De-
Meeting gree
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 SIMA 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 Christ-
mas
27 28 29 30 31

Dec 2 — Stated Meeting *Annual Meeting of the
Lodge Election of Officers *Closing a Lodge of Sorrows
for 2009 and Opening a Lodge of Sorrows for 2010 and
Memorial of departed.

«Installation of Officers for 2010.

*NOTE ALL OFFICERS ELECTED
OR APPOINTED MUST HAVE A
2010 DUES CARD TO BE ELECTED
OR INSTALLED.

DRESS FOR THE EVENING IS BUSINESS
SUITS

From the South East Corner:

Many Happy Return of this Holiday Season!! As your Sect. I am
please say thank you for all the help I have received this past year in doing
my job. Helping me with the corrections to my spelling and error in the
TB. But most of all with your prompt response to the request for correc-
tions to the Data Base and your Payment of current and Back dues. We
are way a head of last year. I would also like to thank the Brothers that
have made donations both to the Lodge and to St John’s Masonic Assoc.
and in some cases to pay the dues of a brother that might not be able to
pay his own. I would like to thank you for the phone call from many of
you about how things are going in the Lodge because you are so far away
and would like an update, these chats are great, and I have gotten to know
many of you personally, and that is great. I am looking forward to this
year we are going to be very busy with all the new member joining and the
planning for the 275th getting closer.

St. Jobhr's Masonic Asgociation Inc.
351 Middle St. Portsmouth, New Hampshire 03801
Officers and Trustee for 2010

Pres Donald L. Stevens

Vice Pres Robert L. Sutherland Jr.

Clerk Joseph Cardone

Treas Thomas Hand Sr,

Legal Council Thomas Hand Jr. (non-voting member)
Trustee 3yrs Larry Day (2012)

Trustee 3 yrs Vern Anderson (2012)

Sub Trustee 1yr Dan Stolworthy (sub-voting member)
Existing Trustee

Rodney Robinson (2010)

Ronald Metcalf (2011)

Peter Newbury (2011)

Byron Kirby (Emeritus) non-voting

Calvin Wilder (Emeritus) non-voting

xxxrrxxrBudgets available on request ********




St John's Masonic Association, In.

351 Middle Street
Portsmouth, New Hampshire 03801

Annual Report of St. John’s Masonic Association, Inc., for the year 2009

Brethren, as you will hear from the budget presentation, in 2010 we will not be
changing the per capita “rent rate” of our renting bodies again this year. I am pleased
to say that it is due to the hard work of all the members of the Board keeping the costs
in line and looking for ways to lower any that my be too high. Brother Sutherland has
again worked out a new agreement with the City on the rental of the Parking Lot with
an increase in that contract.

I would like to thank all the Brothers for their help this year. Your work on
the Open House and other of the many projects have made this very good year. This is
truly a Labor of Love for our Great Masonic Temple.

We have many projects that we started just a very few years ago and they are
getting so close to completion all because of the hard work and many donations of all
the Brothers. The Masonic Walk is now not a dream, but a completed walkway to
which bricks can be added as they are purchased. The Dining Room is now completed
with it’s new Table and Chair and is a total work of art. The Front Porch has been
repaired. The Sound System from the Lodge room was moved to the Banquet hall and
a bid for a new one for the Lodge room is under consideration. We still have items that
we are working on. We are looking into a quite A/C system for the Lodge room, repair-
ing the gutters to stop ice back-ups.

We were sorry that the new renting group of the Royal Order of Amaranth
didn’t make it and had to fold.

The Association holds it meetings on the 2™ Monday of every month at 5:00
PM. All are welcome to attend and see us in action. Each renting body is requested to
elect a member to attend these meetings, so that we will have better communications
between the renting bodies and the Association.

The members of the Association would like to thank the Lodge for letting us
serve on the board and keep this fine building in the condition that will best serve the
interests of our Masonic Family in the years to come.

Respectfully submitted

Donald L. Stevens Pres.

Brethren,

| have come to the end of my

term as

\

given the opportunity lead our Lodge for a year and now I look forward to laying down the trappings

of the East and donning again the white apron of a Master Mason. The time of an individual Master

is short; the time of St . Johndés Lodge
ing to better it, to promote its prosperity and insure its future. In the end, however, it is you, th
Brethren, who will determine the future of this Lodge.

I give you three bits of advice.
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from the newest Entered Apprentice to the most senior Brother has something to contribute. It is up
to you to find out what that is and make use of it for the betterment of the lodge. Second, find young
men of good reputation and give them reason to join participate regularly in our Lodge. We must

find our replacements or we will not endure. Third, reconnect with the larger seacoast community.
We are about to celebrate our 275™ anniversary and I ask you, who besides us cares? Our celebra-

tion will mean much more if Portsmouth celebrates with us.

I thank all who helped me during my year. A special thanks to our young officers who

have always stepped up when asked.

Alan P. Ammann

Dec 5 8 - A Special Meeting will be held at a

SPECIAL TIME 3:00 PM in the EA Degree, to
work the EA on three new brothers. Following this Spe-
cial Meeting on SATURDAY . We will have a Holiday Party
for all the Members of the Lodge and their Families at
5:00PM with Great refreshments by our own Chef PHIL

From the Master and
Lodge No.l have a great Holiday Season for
the Balance of the Month. Take that extra time
to spend an extra evening with your loved ones.



December History
Charles A. Sinclair

It would be fun to go back 150
going on in New Hampshire and the Portsmouth area. In those years, Bro. James
A. Weston (Washington Lodge #61) was Governor of the Granite State and sev-
eral local businesses were doing quite well. Among the local businesses were the
Frank Jones Brewing Company, the Rockingham Hotel, the Boston and Maine
Railroad (and several other railroads), the Portsmouth Shoe Company, several
Banks and Trust Companies, the Portsmouth Daily Times newspaper, and the
Morley Button Manufacturing Company. I could keep listing more but suffice to
say, times were good in the port city.

One of the common denominators for this prosperity was the leadership of a few
great men who helped make it all happen. Among them were Bro. Frank Jones
(St. Johndés Lodge #1), and the |

Charles was born in Bethlehem, NH on August 21, 1848, the son of John and
Tamar Sinclair. He went to elementary schools in Bethlehem and Tilton and at-
tended high school in Newbury, VT and at Phillips Exeter Academy. He entered
Dartmouth College but only attended classes for a short time choosing instead to
leave school and get right to work. He opened a flour and feed store in Littleton
and in 1871 while living in the North Country, he was elected to the state Legisla-
ture. Governor Weston thought highly of Charles and made him a Colonel on his
staff (1871-72). In later years, Charles was one of the most influential members
of the New Hampshire Senate having been elected to a seat for numerous terms.

In 1873 Charles moved to Portsmouth, and in November of that year he married
Emma Isabel, the niece and adopted daughter of his business partner, Frank Jones.
Charles and Emma had four girls T Grace Jones, Martha Sophy, Mary Louise and
Ellen Maria.

Charles was one of the most prominent businessmen in New Hampshire. Not

only was he a Director of the Frank Jones Brewing Company and proprietor of the

Rockingham Hotel, he was also into railroads. He owned or controlled hundreds
of miles of railroad including the Worcester, Nashua and Rochester railroad, the
Hereford railroad, the Upper Coos railroad and the Upper Coos Extension rail-
road. He was also a major stock holder and the President of the Manchester and
Lawrence railroad, and he even became a controlling owner of the Eastern rail-
road. He advocated for a grand consolidation of railroad properties and facilitated
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putting many of the aforementioned lines together into one i the great Boston and
Maine railroad, a company that he owned a large portion of and for many years
was a highly regarded Director.

Charles founded and was the largest stock holder in the Portsmouth Shoe Com-
pany which was at the time, the largest shoe manufactory of its kind in the world.
The company employed 1,200 workers and had an annual payroll of over
$500,000. He was a Director of several of the Banks and Trust Companies in
town and was the owner and publisher of the local newspaper, the Portsmouth
Daily Times. He also founded and controlled the Morley Button Manufacturing
Company, the largest manufacturer of shoe buttons in the world. Morley had a
three story building on |Islington
an adjacent building between the button factory and the brewery, was a fiber mill
where they made the fiberboard from which buttons were punched. In later years,
the company made mattress buttons, golf tees, and gas masks for use during
World War II. When the Frank Jones Brewery was sold to a British corporation
for $6.3 million, Frank and his son-in-law and business partner Charles made a
tidy profit of $4 million.

At one time, Charles lived on Middle Street at the intersection of Richards Ave-
nue, just steps away from our Masonic Temple. The interior of his elegant home
was quite spacious with a library, drawing rooms, and a large dining room fin-
ished in rich, finely carved natural woods. In the last years of his life, he lived in
Brookline, Massachusetts, which is where he died of heart failure on April 22,
1899 at the young age of 50. He is buried here in Portsmouth.

You may never have heard of Charles A. Sinclair until today; but now you know
him as a highly successful local businessman, a pillar in our community and state,
and a good and decent family man.
Charles A. Sinclair was made a Ma
day after Christmas, 1877.
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Alan M. Robinson, PM



